TOWN OF MARCELLUS

TOWN BOARD MEETING MINUTES

September 19, 2019
A Workshop Meeting of the Town Board of the Town of Marcellus, County of Onondaga, and State of New York was held on Thursday, September 19, 2019 in the Town Hall, 24 East Main Street, Marcellus, New York.  Those present were:

Karen R. Pollard, Supervisor

Tammy Sayre, Councilor 
Chris Hunt, Councilor

Laurie Stevens, Councilor

John Cusick, Councilor - Absent
Also present:  Jim Gascon, Town Attorney; Don MacLachlan, Highway Superintendent; 
John Houser, Codes Officer; Phil Coccia, Recreation Director; Bill Southern, Chuck Paul, Bernie Montgomery, Terry Hoey,  Susan Dennis, Deputy Town Clerk and Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk.

Supervisor Pollard opened the meeting at 5:30 pm with the Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag.  
Abstract of Audited Vouchers:  The Abstract of Audited Vouchers was given to the Board Members as submitted by the Town Clerk.  Abstract #9 as of September 17, 2019.
Claim #’s 149506 – 149585.








Expenses



General Fund



$11,984.54



Part Town General


    1,651.95



Townwide Highway


    6,668.23



Part Town Highway


  11,882.60



Fire District



  11,050.00



Hydrant Fund



    1,718.83



Ambulance Fund


    2,075.00



Water District



  94,318.71



Trust & Agency


       866.08



Total


          $142,215.94
Bills paid between meetings:   The following bills were paid on September 12, 2019
Voucher Number


Vendor



Amount

149503



Windstream



$116.35

149504



Windstream



$  74.85

149505



Windstream



$546.53



Total






$737.73
Councilor Hunt made a motion seconded by Councilor Sayre to approve the Abstract of Audited Vouchers as of September 17, 2019, and the bills that were paid on September 12, 2019.
Ayes — Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre





Carried
OLD BUSINESS:
Assessor Memorandum:  The Town Board was presented with two Memorandums for Larry Fitts, Town Assessor.  The First Memorandum is between the Town of Marcellus and Larry Fitts, Town Assessor.  This Memorandum is in effect from October 1, 2019 – September 30, 2025.  Mr. Fitts will be paid $27,400 for the first three years.  The salary of the Assessor for fiscal 2021 and beyond will be negotiated between the Town Board and the Assessor.
The second memorandum is between the Town of Marcellus and Fitts Appraisal Company.  This memorandum is for Fitts Appraisal to keep assessments up to date and equitable.   The Town will compensate the Contractor (Fitts Appraisal) for $10,800 per year ($900 per month) for this service.
Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Sayre to authorize Supervisor Pollard to sign the two Memorandums, one with Larry Fitts, Town Assessor and one with Fitts Appraisal Company. 
Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre






Carried
Town Hall – QPK Agreement:  A proposal was received from QPK Design regarding the plans for a New Town Hall building behind the existing Town Hall.  QPK will provide the following services:  Review of the site, including on-site storm water detention, site analysis drawings, identifying front, rear and side yard setbacks, potential curb-cut limitations, lot coverage issues and other specific limitations or attributes noted during the review effort.  Provide a conceptual site plan.  Concept floor plan layout that will include a single-story scheme.  A planning meeting to review the floor plan layouts.  A presentation meeting to the Town Board.  The preliminary construction cost estimate will be based on QPK’s experience with similar projects and market conditions.  The fee for the service will be:  Services – Lump-Sum, Not – to – Exceed $7,300.00, Expenses:  1.1 x Actual Cost, Estimated at $550.00.  After some discussion, Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Hunt to authorize Supervisor Pollard to sign the proposal from QPK Design to review the area on Main Street behind the Town Hall for a building.
Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre






Carried
Resolution  (added item) – 3601 S. E. Townline Road:  Councilor Hunt made a motion seconded by Councilor  Stevens that the following  is reaffirming of the Resolution of September 4, 2019 regarding 3601 S. E. Townline Road. 

Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre






Carried

RESOLUTION, FINDING AND DECISION

OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF MARCELLUS

Councilor Christopher Hunt made the following resolution which resolution was seconded by Councilor Stevens.


WHEREAS, a public hearing was conducted before the Town Board at its regularly scheduled meeting on September 4, 2019 at 7:00 pm. regarding property located at 3601 S.E. Townline Road; and 


WHEREAS, the purpose of the hearing was to determine whether the Notice of Violation and Compliance Order previously served upon the owner of 3601 S. E. Townline Road was properly issued by the Town Code Enforcement Officer, whether said violations existed, whether the violations were corrected and further to determine if the remedies for said violations as set forth in Local Law #2 of 2002 were warranted; and 


WHEREAS, the said hearing was conducted wherein testimony was received from the Town  Clerk indicating proper notice of the public hearing was posted and a copy of the Notice of Public Hearing was received into evidence and a letter sent by the Town Attorney notifying the property owner of the hearing by certified letter was also received into evidence; and 


WHEREAS, testimony was also received from Town Code Enforcement Officer John Houser wherein he testified as to his observation of the various code violations including violations of Local Law #2 of 2002 of the Town of Marcellus Zoning Law and Section 302.8 of the 2015 International Property Maintenance Code; and 


WHEREAS, said violations were spelled out in more detail in the Notice of Violation and Compliance Order issued by the Code Enforcement which were marked and received into evidence, are attached hereto and made a part hereof as is the Notice of Violation and Public Hearing; and 

WHEREAS, The Town Code Enforcement Officer further testified that he inspected the property on September 3, 2019, the day prior to the hearing, filed a written report of same with the Town Board, and found that all of the said violations, i.e., several unlicensed unregistered junked motor vehicles scattered around the property, household debris, numerous wood, plastics, metal, junk lawn mowers, cement blocks, glass, and ladders exist around the property; and 


WHEREAS, the Town Code Enforcement Officer photographed the said conditions and the photographs depicting the violations were received into evidence and are attached hereto and made apart hereof.


NOW, THEREFORE, upon the facts and evidence presented before this Board, it is hereby Resolved and determined as follows:


1.
Resolved, that the conditions as described by the Code Officer John Houser on  the 3601 S.E. Townline Road, Marcellus, New York, constitute a public nuisance pursuant to Local Law #2 of 2002; and it is further


2.  
Resolved, that officers, agents or employees of the Town Board are authorized to enter upon the property to remove the items described and set forth in the Notice of Violation; and it is further

 
3.
 Resolved, that the Town Code Officer is directed to investigate and                  recommend the appropriate agent for said removal to the Town Board for               selection by the Town Board.


4.  
Resolved, that the costs and expenses incurred by the Town in abating this public nuisance and removing the items in violation of the statute shall be assessed against the property owner; and it is further


5.  
Resolved, that after the abatement, the Town Clerk shall notify the property owner of the costs and expenses involved and said owner shall be given thirty (30) days to reimburse the Town of said costs and expenses; and it is further


6.  
Resolved, that in the event the property owner does not make payment within the thirty (30) days, the Town Clerk is hereby directed to record in the Town Record a sworn statement showing the costs and expenses incurred for the work, the date the work was done and the location of the property on which said work was done; and it is further


7.  
Resolved, said costs and expenses shall be collected in the manner fixed by law for the collection of taxes, plus statutory interest of 9% until collected and further shall be subject to a delinquent penalty of 10% in the event that the same in not paid in full on or before the date the tax bill upon which said charge appears become delinquent; and it is further


8.  
Resolved, all of which said provisions contained in this resolution are authorized pursuant to Local Law #2 of 1990 as amended by Local Law #2 of 1991 and Local Law #2 of 2002.

This constitutes the findings and determinations of this Board.

Whereupon the resolution was put to a vote and the Board voted as follows:


Supervisor Karen Pollard


Yes


Councilor Chris Hunt



Yes


Councilor Tammy Sayre


Yes


Councilor Laurie Stevens


Yes


Councilor John Cusick


Absent
NEW BUSINESS:

Board of Review – Vacancy:  Supervisor Pollard made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to appoint Paul Femano to the Assessment Board of Review.  This term is to fill the vacancy of Martin Taffaro.  Mr. Femano’s term will be from September 19, 2019 until September 30, 2020.
Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre






Carried
Highway Department – Purchase of a Drop Deck Tilt Trailer:  Don MacLachlan, Highway Superintendent, presented to the Town Board a description of a 2020 Felling FT-14-it-1 Drop Deck Tilt Trailer.  The cost of the trailer is $11,505.  This is through a County Contract and he has money in his Budget to purchase it.
Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Sayre to authorizing Don MacLachlan to purchase a 2020 Drop Deck Tilt Trailer.

Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre






Carried
Candlewick – Spoils and completion of project:  Don MacLachlan, Highway Superintendent, presented some pictures of all the drainage work the Highway Department has done.  
While digging up, there were some mounds of dirt that the Town Highway Department needed to dispose of.  They heard that the Village of Marcellus could use it.  Councilor Stevens made a motion seconded by Councilor Sayre to have the Highway Department donate the dirt to the Village of Marcellus Highway Department.

Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre




Carried

Sage Meadows:  There is a retention pond by a vacant lot on Sage Meadows.  The Highway Department has gone in and cleaned it up.  In the future, if the Highway Employees have to go on someone’s property (if the Town has an easement), the Town will send a letter to that homeowner explaining the process and the Highway Department will then repair any damages that occur.

Town/Park Signs:  The Signs “Welcome to Marcellus” and the Park signs are now installed and look very nice.
DISCUSSION AGENDA:
Items from the Board

Supervisor Pollard stated that a man named Dan Kwasnowski, who works for the County, will be coming to the Planning/Zoning Board Meeting on October 7, 2019.  He is the person who could help with a new Comprehensive Plan.  The Town’s Comprehensive Plan is very old and needs to be updated.

Supervisor Pollard stated that there will be a Public Hearing on September 30, 2019 on Wetzel Road regarding the big company that is coming to Clay if anyone wants to go and hear what the company is.

Items from the Floor

Nothing from the Floor.
Adjournment:  Councilor Hunt made a motion seconded by Councilor Stevens to adjourn the Marcellus Town Board meeting at 6:30 PM.  

Ayes – Pollard, Stevens, Hunt and Sayre






Carried

Respectfully submitted,

Sandy Taylor, Town Clerk

